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MIVA had revenue of 

$430,309 in 2010, up from 
$262,216 the previous year. 

The agency’s Nitijela ap-
propriation was the same 
both years — $248,500. 

But in 2010, it received 
$172,226 — including 
$82,868 from the South 
Pacific Tourism — for the 
Shanghai World Expo.

It spent about $1,000 over 
the revenue it received for 
the Shanghai event, which 
was a multi-week presence 
for MIVA in China.

Overall, MIVA finished 
FY2010 with $57,575 un-
spent, the audit showed.

The RMI Auditor General reports to our Nitijela

MIVA funds up in 
’10 for World Expo

The FY2010 audit of the 
Marshall Islands Visitors 
Authority identified three 
“material weakness” (serious 
problems) in its financial ac-
counting system.

The three problem areas:
• No policies requiring inde-

pendent review and approval 
of financial data entered into 
the agency’s accounting sys-
tem, which means auditors 
“cannot determine the appro-
priateness of journal entries.” 
MIVA said its finance man-
ager has produced a “journal 
voucher” that the general 
manager reviews for making 
any adjustments.

• MIVA does not have po-
lices in place requiring that re-
ceivables are properly accrued 
as well as policies requiring 
that hotel taxes are timely 
requested. The FY2010 audit 
noted that MIVA listed $9,267 
in unpaid hotel taxes as of Sep-
tember 30, 2010, with most 
of this amount being from 
FY2009. The audit said lack 
of these procedures has been 
pointed out every year since 
2006. MIVA responded that it 
has established procedures to 
ensure revenues are recorded 
as earned as indicated in the 
2011 MIVA Employee Hand-
book. “Additionally, internal 
policies and procedures have 
also been established to ensure 
that hotel taxes are requested 
in timely manner.”

• The fixed asset register 
was not being updated as 
required, with the audit not-
ing that the FY2010 asset list 
included $4,667 of items that 
were disposed of in FY2004. 
This was pointed out as an 
issue in audits for 2008 and 
2009. MIVA responded that 
its finance manager has estab-
lished policies and procedures 
to ensure its asset list is up-
dated in a timely manner.

T he Marshall Islands Visitors 
Authority’s revenue jumped 
dramatically in FY2010, 

largely as the result of an infusion 
of grant funding for officials to 
promote the RMI at the World Expo 
in Shanghai, China.

Tourism 
staff say 
‘it’s done’

Waan Aelon in 
Majel (WAM) 
built this canoe 
specially for the 
World Expo in 
Shanghai in 2010 
and helped to 
promote RMI at 
the event.

Marshall 
Islands 
Postal Office.

The Authority also was 
audited for the second year 
in a row, after many years 
of no audits.

The audit shows that 
unaudited revenues were 
listed at $242,184 in 
FY2007. Audited rev-
enues in FY2010 showed a 
nearly 70 percent increase 
to $406,428. The PO also 
reduced its operating ex-
penses from $429,937 in 
FY2009 — which put the 
PO in a $103,000 deficit 
situation — to $382,780 
in FY2010 — which pro-
duced an operating surplus 
of $23,648.

Both inbound and out-
bound mail increased in 
weight from 2009 to 2010, 
the PO reports.

Outbound mail  in-
creased from 69,756 
pounds in 2009 to 92,903 
pounds in 2010, while in-
bound went from 580,028 
pounds to 604,648 pounds 
in the same period.

The RMI EPA received high 
marks on its fiscal year 2010 audit, 
according the RMI Auditor Gen-
eral’s report issued to the Nitijela 
late last month. 

No “findings” (problems) were 
identified, meaning EPA’s audit is 
considered “clean” in auditor lan-
guage. All previous year findings 
were successfully resolved by EPA, 
the audit said.

Only a few minor points were 
identified in a management letter 
to EPA General Manager Deborah 

Barker-Manase. One such point 
noted that the EPA accounting of-
fice did not provide copies of grant 
progress reports to auditors, and the 
audit recommended that “signed 
reports be maintained to facilitate 
compliance with grant reporting 
requirements and to track financial 
reporting progress.”

EPA’s grant funding went up 
significantly in 2010, jumping 
from $100,909 the previous year to 
$160,607. 

The Nitijela appropriation in 

2010 of $320,265 was slightly up 
from 2009, when Nitijela provided 
$309,921. 

The increased grants were mainly 
the result of funding from the re-
gional organization SOPAC for a 
water quality monitoring program 
and a sustainable water resources 
and wastewater management pro-
gram.

While EPA spent $2,449 more 
than it had in revenues in 2009, in 
2010, it ended the year with $26,891 
unspent.

PO audit shows big $$ jump
T he FY2010 audit 

for the Marshall 
Islands Postal Service 

Authority shows a remarkable 
change in revenue since 
the PO was changed to an 
Authority four years ago. 

The only finding auditors point-
ed out in FY2010 for the Marshall 
Islands Postal Service Authority 
concerns a lack of clarity in the Au-
thority’s Ebeye Post Office lease.

The audit indicated that the Au-
thority has found it is delinquent 

in payments from 2000 to 2008 
in the amount of $125,203. The 
RMI government is paying off 
$85,473 of this and the Authority 
is handling the balance.

The audit said this finding was 
pointed out in the 2009 audit. 

The RMI Postal Services Author-
ity said “there is now a proposed 
Ebeye Building lease agreement 
with the Office of the Attorney 
General.”

There were no financial prob-
lems identified by auditors.

RMI EPA financially okay

Ebeye lease is only issue for MIPSA


