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Air Marshall Islands lost 
more than $6 million in the 
three years from 2008 to 
2010, the latest audit report 
to the Nitijela shows.

AMI lost more than $2.5 
million in 2008. The loss 
declined to more than $1.7 
million in both 2009 and 
2010, the audit said.

Operating revenues in-
creased dramatically from 
a low of $1 million in 2008, 
when the airline’s planes 
were not flying for an ex-
tended period, to 2010, when 
it generated more than $2.4 
million. The report notes 
that in FY2010, AMI was 
able to increase its passenger 
numbers 35 percent over 
the previous year although 
the three planes it used in 
2010 were grounded for a 
combined total of 568 days.

The audit showed down-
time for three planes:

• Dornier 228, down 271 
days: 263 days related to 
an “airframe overhaul in 
Taiwan,” and eight days for 
an engine inspection.

• Dash-8, down 149 days: 
67 days to replace “de-ice 
boots,” 41 days to replace the 
co-pilot’s side window, 12 
days for a mandatory inspec-
tion following a “no landing 
gear” landing incident in 
March 2005, and several 
other inspections.

• Dornier leased plane, 
down 148 days: 59 days to 
repair a remote compass 
fault, 41 days after the left 
hand engine experienced 
un-commanded in-flight 
shutdown, and other parts 
or ferry flight related down 
days.

The audit also notes that 
at the end of FY2010, AMI 
owed the RMI government 
$124,598 in withholding 
taxes for employees, and 
owed MISSA $875,690 in 
retirement and health fund 
employee and employer 
contributions.

AMI received from the 
RMI government an oper-
ating subsidy of $498,791 
and a capital contribution of 
$400,000 during FY2010.

AMI loses 
$2m in 
three years

On a recent 
Friday afternoon, 
a group of Majuro 
Middle School 
students visited 
the Waan Aelon 
in Majel (Canoes 
of the Marshall 
Islands) program 
to ride on 
outrigger canoes. 
We cannot think 
of a better way 
to spend a few 
hours on a Friday 
afternoon. Photo: 
Giff Johnson.

High Court Judge James 
Plasman (pictured) last Friday 
accepted a plea bargain deal 
for Helen Silk, and sentenced 
her to two years in jail for 
a guilty plea. She agreed to 
plead guilty to two counts of 
grand larceny and two counts 
of forgery, while an additional 
18 charges were dismissed.

Silk does plea 
deal with HC


