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RMI Ambassador to Taiwan Phillip Kabua and 
wife met with a visiting group from the Marshall 
Islands at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Taipei 
last week.

He reported that R&D Minister Mike Konelios and 
MIDB Managing Director Amon Tibon have been 
in Taiwan meeting with companies that can supply 
solar panels to cover Majuro’s water reservoirs at 
the airport.

Tobolar Copra Processing Authority General Man-
ager Jemi Nashion and Konelios also teamed up for 
meetings with a Taiwan firm that is starting to buy 
copra cake and oil from the RMI. 

Grobest, a Taiwan-based firm, will be buying from 
Tobolar after agreements have been signed. “This 
agreement is aiming for a mid-term and long-term 
relationship between RMI and Taiwan,” said Kabua.

Konelios was this week to sign another agreement 
for Taiwan to turn over a donated ship for Tobolar 
to use for collecting copra from the outer islands.

As of May 31, the Marshall 
Islands national trust fund was 
worth over $160 million.

The “A Account” was valued 
at 152,488,879.49, while the “D 
Account” had     8,022,711.49 
in it.

Big actions 
in Taipei

Trust fund 
hits $160m

Ailuk Atoll’s canoe sailing 
prowess is being recognized 
internationally. This group 
of Ailuk men, with Senator 

Maynard Alfred (front), 
heads to 2012 Festival of 
Austronesian Cultures in 

Taitung, Taiwan early next 
week where they will build 
and sail an outrigger canoe. 

The ROC government is 
funding their travel and 
stay in Taiwan for the 

festival that is happening 
from September 8-15. Waan 

Aelon in Majel Director 
Alson Kelen recommended 

to the Taiwan Embassy 
that Ailuk participate in 
the Taiwan festival, and 

Senator Alfred helped make 
arrangements to get the 
group in this week from 
Ailuk. From left: Jomi 

Bunglick, Johnny Janer, 
Aimbi Snight, Rhine “Rice” 

Snight and Tijon Jillion.
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