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It is unfortunate that the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
is currently facing criticism for its lack of action regard-
ing the question of evaluating much needed proposed 
legislation for the outer islands. It is laughable to read 
the excuses for inaction, even though both you and the 
bedpost know the explanations are manufactured.

While in a perfect world bright functionaries at IA 
would be motivated to swiftly carry out the review of 
submitted ordinances for form and content, in reality 
we inhabit a realm of make believe: we make believe 
paperwork will be promptly processed, they make believe 
making excuses is work.

We understand Jaluit representative Alvin Jacklick, an 
acknowledged master of legislative effectiveness, has 
suggested legislation which by-passes the IA bottleneck 
by simply empowering the local governments to assume 
a submitted ordinance is acceptable as to form and con-
tent after a specific number of days if no action has been 
forthcoming from IA.

Such a policy adjustment will be good for IA (doesn’t 
have to do anything) and the various local governments 
who can get their budgets budgeted.

Concern throughout the Pacific over the high cost of 
fuel (and the attendant drain on national economies) is 
more than average here in the RMI due to the phenom-
enon of our Americanized adoption of cars and trucks 
as both entertainment and basic transportation. Not only 
are we wasters of fossil fuel, we pay millions of dollars 
annually on purchasing and maintaining vehicles, as 
well as fuel.

Can something be done to improve the situation? You 
bet, but it would require effort by either the national or 
local government to make Majuro unfriendly to four-
wheeled transportation such as SUVs, trucks and auto-
mobiles: unfriendly no passing? Speed limit 10 mph? 
Additional tax on fuel on already expensive gas to pay 
for enforcement? Adopt safety-oriented measures requir-
ing vehicles to stop if a pedestrian enters the road?

Combined with user-friendly policies regarding 
economical bicycles, scooters or motorcycles, we would 
have more fuel-efficient transportation.

Today, at USAKA, Americans at the base use bicycles 
extensively for getting around the island. Why don’t we 
mimic them?
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Why waste gas?

Iokwe!  I often say the State Depart-
ment only gives me this pen, so I guess 
I should use it!  I would like to express 
my thanks to everyone for such a warm 
welcome.  The wut I’ve received are 
beautiful symbols of the hospitality 
of the Marshall Islands.  It’s fun to 
walk down the street and be greeted 
by children.  That didn’t happen much 
in New York City!  And while Central 
Park has a hawk, squirrels, and even a 
few turtles, the abundance of wildlife 
here is astounding.  The natural trea-
sures of coral, fish, tropical plants, 
and birds make the Marshall Islands a 
special place.  

The first few weeks here have been 
busy!  We’ve had a State Department 
contractor here to survey unexploded 

ordnance from WWII for eventual 
cleanup.  I’ve witnessed Marshallese 
citizens take the oath for military ser-
vice.  The Embassy supported Coast 
Guard trainers to ensure search and res-
cues are well coordinated.  I’m getting 
to know the good work of the Women 
United Together Marshall Islands and 
Waan Aelon in Majel (Canoes of the 
Marshall Islands) two of the NGO’s the 
Embassy has supported.  And we’ve 
had fun taking part in Manit Day and 
the Bob Day Festival.  

I know there are difficult issues 
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It would appear to be a difficult situation to swallow 
for national police as they suffer, all too often, a confu-
sion of identity with local police in administration of 
official police business. The example this week of a local 
police officer handcuffing and throwing to the ground the 
Team Leader from the Taiwan Technical Mission bears 
witness to this difficulty.

It is laudable that Mayor Mudge Samuel, who is in the 
position of stopping the so-called ‘buck’ in this instance, 
had been forthright in both discussing the incident and 
accepting ultimate responsibility. 

Calling for the suspension of a police officer clearly 
overstepping or improperly exercising his duty is obvi-
ously warranted. The mayor should be complimented for 
doing so.

Police suspension


