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Waan Aelon in Majel’s 
new teacher trainer and 
curriculum developer Jane 
Evans recently sailed into 
Majuro with her Australian 
husband Ants Harris aboard 
their 43-foot Adams cutter 
rigged yacht Break Free. 

The pair set out from their 
home on the wind-blown 
Kangaroo Island, South 
Australia, on September 
10, arriving in the Marshalls 
4,300 nautical miles later 
on October 30. Jane, who 
originally hails from the 
west country of England, spent most of her adult 
life teaching in Ireland until four years ago when 
she migrated to Australia. 

Jane is one of a number of representatives from 
Australian Volunteers International (AVI) who are 
now working in Majuro. Jane’s contract is for two 
years. “Aside from teaching math and English, 
my main goal is to make a curriculum that will 
be sustainable. In other words, when I leave this 
program, there will a curriculum any trainer can 
pick up and run with.”

WAM’s current program, which started in July, 
has 25 ‘at-risk youth’, who are learning traditional 
canoe making skills, which is being led by WAM 
Vocational Training Manager Ijikar Abraham.

Three I-Kiribati fishermen were reported 
lost at sea in an area south of Tarawa Atoll 
late last week.

An initial search and rescue conducted by 
the New Zealand Navy plane failed to locate 
them over the weekend, but did establish 
contact with a damaged 38-foot British 
yacht heading to Noumea, New Caledonia 
from Fiji. The yacht, Troutbriedgeafter, had 
lost contact with another yacht that was ac-
companying it during a storm on Thursday. 

The yacht reported that while it sustained 
damage during the storm, its pumps were 
working and it was continuing to Noumea.

Mike Roberts, a Rescue Coordination 
Center New Zealand official, said the search 
for the fishermen was continuing. Indicating 
the daunting challenge of finding an 18-foot 
boat in the Pacific, Roberts said: “We’ve 
determined a search area of approximately 
21,000 square kilometers” that the search 
plane was focusing on. 

Kiwi plane searches 
for I-Kiribati drifters

Jane breaks free, 
lands in WAM

Jane Evans at WAM.

Jane Evans was struggling 
to get her students’ 

attention in her math 
classes. The traditional 

set-up just wasn’t 
working, so one day she 
pushed the school chairs 
aside, grabbed a piece of 

chalk and started drawing 
on the cement floor. All of 
a sudden her class came 

alive as the students began 
to grasp the concepts.
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